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r
“Agreeing common standards and indicators for transitional shelters 
that can be stockpiled and airlifted or shipped into humanitarian 
operations, both in order to improve the quality and consistency of 
response, and to engage research and development capacities of 
shelter manufacturers.”



Project booklets  Draft
  December 2008

The projects of Shelter Centre supporting transitional 
shelter comprises three complementary booklets:

Transitional Shelter Guidelines
A handbook of practical guidelines that 
can be used in the field to facilitate the 
implementation of more effective 
transitional shelter programmes. Includes 
sector consensus on planning and 
implementation best practices.

Transitional Shelter Standards
Common standards and indicators, 
consistent with Transitional Shelter 
Guidelines, for both locally produced and 
stockpiled, airlifted family transitional 
shelters, developed and agreed upon by 
a multi-agency Project Consortium.

Transitional Shelter Prototypes
A record of information on prototypes 
that meet the Transitional Shelter 
Standards, including only examples of 
stockpiled, airlifted family transitional 
shelters. Includes designs by 
participating private manufacturers.
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        Shelter StandardsProject schedule

Timeline                                                                      year      06   07   08    09   10   11

Draft performance standards, informed by ongoing 
prototype development (completed 2004)

Publication of version 1 of the performance standards as 
part C of ‘Tents: A guide to the use and logistics of family 
tents in humanitarian relief’ (OCHA, 2004)

Form Project Consortium and review draft standards for 
version 2

Finalise and publish cold and hot climate performance 
standards

Draft of Shelter Standards launched at SM08a 

Shelter Standards presented to manufacturers at ‘Aid and 
Trade’ event, 29-30 January 2008

Manufacturers to develop prototypes for review at SM09a

More manufacturers to be identified 

Further development and revision of prototypes by 
manufacturers for SM10a

Winterisation techniques to be developed by 
manufacturers for review at SM11a

Identify manufacturers to display prototypes at SM08b

Project Consortium members and manufacturers to agree 
the development of the first prototypes



�������� Online project review

All Shelter Centre projects are available for free viewing online at:

www.sheltercentre.org/projects

If you are a member of the Shelter Community, you may also leave discussion 
comments pertaining to each sector project.  Eligible to join the Shelter Community 
include: employees of humanitarian and development NGOs, IOs, and UN bodies, 
independent humanitarian consultants, donors, and some government ministries. To 
apply for membership, visit www.sheltercentre.org/membership

For more information on the Transitional Shelter Prototypes project, visit 
www.sheltercentre.org/tsp/transitional+shelter+prototypes
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outline
The Transitional Shelter Standards booklet was circu-
lated at a specialist meeting of the Project Consor-
tium on Thursday 20th November 2008, hosted by 
MSF at its headquarters in Brussels.

For the humanitarian shelter community:

This document is made available for commenting from members 
of the humanitarian community.  The contents of Transitional 
Shelter Standards have been developed cooperatively among 
members of the Project Consortium, which is explained in detail 
in section 2.4 of this booklet.  

For more information, to provide feedback, or to join the 
Consortium, please email us at standards@sheltercentre.org.

For interested manufacturers:

These guidelines are not a mechanism by which to promote 
pre-existing designs, unless they already meet all of the 
guidelines contained within.  Manufacturers participating in the 
Transitional Shelter Standards project commit to covering their 
own costs of R&D to produce a prototype for exhibit at a 
Consortium Meeting held in conjunction with Shelter Meeting 
09a (7-8 May, 2009).

Manufacturers may apply to exhibit protopyes which they attest 
meet the Standards by emailing standards@sheltercentre.org.

To download the current draft of this document, please visit the 
Transitional Shelter Standards sector project page at: 

www.sheltercentre.org/tss/transitional+shelter+standards


